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(2) the taking of territory under the effec-

tive jurisdiction of Taiwan by the military 
forces of the People’s Republic of China; or 

(3) the endangering of the lives of members 
of the military forces of Taiwan or civilians 
within the effective jurisdiction of Taiwan in 
cases in which such members or civilians 
have been killed or are in imminent danger 
of being killed. 

(b) WAR POWERS RESOLUTION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) SPECIFIC STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION.— 
Consistent with section 8(a)(1) of the War 
Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1547(a)(1)), Con-
gress declares that this section is intended 
to constitute specific statutory authoriza-
tion within the meaning of section 5(b) of the 
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)). 

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Nothing in this subtitle may be con-
strued to supersede any requirement of the 
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et 
seq.). 

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that, at the earliest possible date 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
title, the President should release a public 
declaration that it is the policy of the 
United States to secure and protect Taiwan 
against any action of the People’s Republic 
of China described in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) 
of subsection (a). 

(d) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 
of the United States to demand that the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China officially renounce 
the use or threat of military force in any at-
tempt to unify with Taiwan. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION PERIOD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The authorization for use 

of the Armed Forces under this section shall 
expire on the date that is 5 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the authorization for use of 
the Armed Forces under this section should 
be reauthorized by a subsequent Act of Con-
gress. 

CHAPTER 2—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 1294. REGIONAL SECURITY DIALOGUE TO 

IMPROVE SECURITY RELATION-
SHIPS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC 
AREA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of State and the heads of 
other relevant Federal agencies, as appro-
priate, shall seek to convene, on an annual 
basis, a regional security dialogue with the 
Government of Taiwan and the governments 
of like-minded security partners to improve 
the security relationships among the United 
States and such countries in the Western Pa-
cific area. 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The re-
gional security dialogue may consider mat-
ters relating to— 

(1) coordinating lower-level military-to- 
military dialogue; and 

(2) planning for potential military con-
frontation scenarios. 
SEC. 1295. UNITED STATES-TAIWAN BILATERAL 

TRADE AGREEMENT. 
Not later than 180 days after the date of 

the enactment of this Act, the United States 
Trade Representative should seek to enter 
into negotiations with representatives from 
Taiwan to establish a bilateral trade agree-
ment between the United States and Taiwan. 
SEC. 1296. UNITED STATES-TAIWAN COMBINED 

MILITARY EXERCISES AND RELATED 
ACTIONS. 

(a) COMBINED MILITARY EXERCISES.—The 
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with 
the heads of other relevant Federal agencies, 
should seek to carry out a program of com-
bined military exercises between the United 

States, Taiwan, and, if feasible, other United 
States allies and partners to improve mili-
tary coordination and relations with Taiwan. 

(b) COMBINED DISASTER RELIEF EXER-
CISES.—The Secretary of Defense, in coordi-
nation with the heads of other relevant Fed-
eral agencies, should engage with their coun-
terparts in Taiwan to organize combined dis-
aster and humanitarian relief exercises. 

(c) TAIWAN STRAIT TRANSITS, FREEDOM OF 
NAVIGATION OPERATIONS, AND PRESENCE OP-
ERATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense should 
consider increasing transits through the Tai-
wan Strait, freedom of navigation operations 
in the Taiwan Strait, and presence oper-
ations in the Western Pacific by the United 
States Navy, including in conjunction with 
United States allies and partners. 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that Taiwan should dedicate addi-
tional domestic resources toward advancing 
its military readiness for purposes of defend-
ing Taiwan, including through— 

(1) steady increases in annual defense 
spending as a share of gross domestic prod-
uct; 

(2) procurements of defense technologies 
that directly bolster Taiwan’s asymmetric 
defense capabilities; 

(3) reform of Taiwan’s military reserves, 
including increasing the length of training 
required and number of days required in 
service annually; 

(4) participation with United States Armed 
Forces in combined military exercises; and 

(5) further engagement with the United 
States on strengthening Taiwan’s cyber ca-
pabilities. 
SEC. 1297. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR DE-
FENDING TAIWAN. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) given the security considerations posed 

by the People’s Republic of China, the Sec-
retary of State should accelerate the ap-
proval of sales of defense articles and serv-
ices to Taiwan for purposes of defending Tai-
wan; and 

(2) the Secretary of Defense should offer 
support to Taiwan by— 

(A) continuing to send United States mili-
tary advisors to Taiwan for training pur-
poses; 

(B) encouraging members of the United 
States Armed Forces to enroll in Taiwan’s 
National Defense University; 

(C) maintaining a significant United 
States naval presence within a close prox-
imity to Taiwan; and 

(D) reestablishing the Taiwan Patrol Force 
under the direction of the United States 
Navy. 
SEC. 1298. HIGH-LEVEL VISITS. 

(a) VISIT TO TAIWAN BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President or the Secretary of State (if 
designated by the President), with appro-
priate interagency consultation and partici-
pation, should arrange a meeting in Taiwan 
with the President of Taiwan. 

(b) VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF TAIWAN.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States would ben-
efit from a meeting in the United States be-
tween the President or the Secretary of 
State and the President of Taiwan. 
SEC. 1299. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AD-

DRESS TO JOINT SESSION OF CON-
GRESS BY PRESIDENT OF TAIWAN. 

It is the sense of Congress that it would be 
beneficial for the United States and Taiwan 
to invite the President of Taiwan to address 
a joint session of Congress and subsequently 
participate in a roundtable discussion with 
members of Congress. 

SA 4286. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. COTTON, and 

Mr. MURPHY) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 3867 submitted by Mr. REED and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title X, add the following: 

Subtitle H—American Security Drone Act of 
2021 

SEC. 1071. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Amer-
ican Security Drone Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 1072. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term 

‘‘covered foreign entity’’ means an entity in-
cluded on a list developed and maintained by 
the Federal Acquisition Security Council. 
This list will include entities in the fol-
lowing categories: 

(A) An entity included on the Consolidated 
Screening List. 

(B) Any entity that is subject to 
extrajudicial direction from a foreign gov-
ernment, as determined by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

(C) Any entity the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, in coordination with the Director 
of National Intelligence and the Secretary of 
Defense, determines poses a national secu-
rity risk. 

(D) Any entity domiciled in the People’s 
Republic of China or subject to influence or 
control by the Government of the People Re-
public of China or the Communist Party of 
the People’s Republic of China, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

(E) Any subsidiary or affiliate of an entity 
described in subparagraphs (A) through (D). 

(2) COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.— 
The term ‘‘covered unmanned aircraft sys-
tem’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘un-
manned aircraft system’’ in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code. 
SEC. 1073. PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT OF 

COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT 
SYSTEMS FROM COVERED FOREIGN 
ENTITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 
subsections (b) though (f), the head of an ex-
ecutive agency may not procure any covered 
unmanned aircraft system that are manufac-
tured or assembled by a covered foreign enti-
ty, which includes associated elements (con-
sisting of communication links and the com-
ponents that control the unmanned aircraft) 
that are required for the operator to operate 
safely and efficiently in the national air-
space system. The Federal Acquisition Secu-
rity Council, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Transportation, shall develop and 
update a list of associated elements. 

(b) EXEMPTION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of Defense, and 
the Attorney General are exempt from the 
restriction under subsection (a) if the oper-
ation or procurement— 

(1) is for the sole purposes of research, 
evaluation, training, testing, or analysis 
for— 

(A) electronic warfare; 
(B) information warfare operations; 
(C) development of UAS or counter-UAS 

technology; 
(D) counterterrorism or counterintel-

ligence activities; or 
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(E) Federal criminal or national security 

investigations, including forensic examina-
tions; and 

(2) is required in the national interest of 
the United States. 

(c) FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS EXEMPTION.—The Secretary 
of Transportation, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, is exempt 
from the restriction under subsection (a) if 
the operation or procurement is for the sole 
purposes of research, evaluation, training, 
testing, or analysis for the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s Alliance for System Safety 
of UAS through Research Excellence (AS-
SURE) Center of Excellence (COE) for Un-
manned Aircraft Systems. 

(d) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 
BOARD EXEMPTION.—The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board (NTSB), in consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security, is 
exempt from the restriction under sub-
section (a) if the operation or procurement is 
necessary for the sole purpose of conducting 
safety investigations. 

(e) NATIONAL OCEANIC ATMOSPHERIC ADMIN-
ISTRATION EXEMPTION.—The Administrator of 
the National Oceanic Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), in consultation with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, is exempt 
from the restriction under subsection (a) if 
the operation or procurement is necessary 
for the sole purpose of marine or atmos-
pheric science or management. 

(f) WAIVER.—The head of an executive 
agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) on a case-by-case basis— 

(1) with the approval of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Secretary of De-
fense; and 

(2) upon notification to Congress. 
SEC. 1074. PROHIBITION ON OPERATION OF COV-

ERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS FROM COVERED FOREIGN EN-
TITIES. 

(a) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date 

that is 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, no Federal department or 
agency may operate a covered unmanned air-
craft system manufactured or assembled by 
a covered foreign entity. 

(2) APPLICABILITY TO CONTRACTED SERV-
ICES.—The prohibition under paragraph (1) 
applies to any covered unmanned aircraft 
systems that are being used by any executive 
agency through the method of contracting 
for the services of covered unmanned aircraft 
systems. 

(b) EXEMPTION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Secretary of Defense, and 
the Attorney General are exempt from the 
restriction under subsection (a) if the oper-
ation or procurement— 

(1) is for the sole purposes of research, 
evaluation, training, testing, or analysis 
for— 

(A) electronic warfare; 
(B) information warfare operations; 
(C) development of UAS or counter-UAS 

technology; 
(D) counterterrorism or counterintel-

ligence activities; or 
(E) Federal criminal or national security 

investigations, including forensic examina-
tions; and 

(2) is required in the national interest of 
the United States. 

(c) FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS EXEMPTION.—The Secretary 
of Transportation, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, is exempt 
from the restriction under subsection (a) if 
the operation or procurement is for the sole 
purposes of research, evaluation, training, 
testing, or analysis for the Federal Aviation 

Administration’s Alliance for System Safety 
of UAE through Research Excellence (AS-
SURE) Center of Excellence (COE) for Un-
manned Aircraft Systems. 

(d) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 
BOARD EXEMPTION.—The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board (NTSB), in consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security, is 
exempt from the restriction under sub-
section (a) if the operation or procurement is 
necessary for the sole purpose of conducting 
safety investigations. 

(e) NATIONAL OCEANIC ATMOSPHERIC ADMIN-
ISTRATION EXEMPTION.—The Administrator of 
the National Oceanic Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), in consultation with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, is exempt 
from the restriction under subsection (a) if 
the operation or procurement is necessary 
for the sole purpose of marine or atmos-
pheric science or management. 

(f) WAIVER.—The head of an executive 
agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) on a case-by-case basis— 

(1) with the approval of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Secretary of De-
fense; and 

(2) upon notification to Congress. 
(g) REGULATIONS AND GUIDANCE.—Not later 

than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall prescribe regulations or guidance 
to implement this section. 
SEC. 1075. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL 

FUNDS FOR PURCHASES AND OPER-
ATION OF COVERED UNMANNED 
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS FROM COVERED 
FOREIGN ENTITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date 
that is 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, except as provided in sub-
section (b), no Federal funds awarded 
through a contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement, or otherwise made available may 
be used— 

(1) to purchase a covered unmanned air-
craft system, or a system to counter un-
manned aircraft systems, that is manufac-
tured or assembled by a covered foreign enti-
ty; or 

(2) in connection with the operation of 
such a drone or unmanned aircraft system. 

(b) EXEMPTION.—A Federal department or 
agency is exempt from the restriction under 
subsection (a) if— 

(1) the contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement was awarded prior to the date of 
the enactment of this Act; or 

(2) the operation or procurement is for the 
sole purposes of research, evaluation, train-
ing, testing, or analysis, as determined by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the 
Secretary of Defense, or the Attorney Gen-
eral, for— 

(A) electronic warfare; 
(B) information warfare operations; 
(C) development of UAS or counter-UAS 

technology; 
(D) counterterrorism or counterintel-

ligence activities; or 
(E) Federal criminal or national security 

investigations, including forensic examina-
tions; or 

(F) the safe integration of UAS in the na-
tional airspace (as determined in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Transportation); 
and 

(3) is required in the national interest of 
the United States. 

(c) WAIVER.—The head of an executive 
agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) on a case-by-case basis— 

(1) with the approval of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Secretary of De-
fense; and 

(2) upon notification to Congress. 
(d) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 

the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
shall prescribe regulations or guidance, as 
necessary, to implement the requirements of 
this section pertaining to Federal contracts. 
SEC. 1076. PROHIBITION ON USE OF GOVERN-

MENT-ISSUED PURCHASE CARDS TO 
PURCHASE COVERED UNMANNED 
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS FROM COVERED 
FOREIGN ENTITIES. 

Effective immediately, Government-issued 
Purchase Cards may not be used to procure 
any covered unmanned aircraft system from 
a covered foreign entity. 
SEC. 1077. MANAGEMENT OF EXISTING INVEN-

TORIES OF COVERED UNMANNED 
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS FROM COVERED 
FOREIGN ENTITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective immediately, 
all executive agencies must account for ex-
isting inventories of covered unmanned air-
craft systems manufactured or assembled by 
a covered foreign entity in their personal 
property accounting systems, regardless of 
the original procurement cost, or the pur-
pose of procurement due to the special moni-
toring and accounting measures necessary to 
track the items’ capabilities. 

(b) CLASSIFIED TRACKING.—Due to the sen-
sitive nature of missions and operations con-
ducted by the United States Government, in-
ventory data related to covered unmanned 
aircraft systems manufactured or assembled 
by a covered foreign entity may be tracked 
at a classified level. 

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—The Department of De-
fense and Department of Homeland Security 
may exclude from the full inventory process, 
covered unmanned aircraft systems that are 
deemed expendable due to mission risk such 
as recovery issues or that are one-time-use 
covered unmanned aircraft due to require-
ments and low cost. 
SEC. 1078. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT. 

Not later than 275 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall submit to 
Congress a report on the amount of commer-
cial off-the-shelf drones and covered un-
manned aircraft systems procured by Fed-
eral departments and agencies from covered 
foreign entities. 
SEC. 1079. GOVERNMENT-WIDE POLICY FOR PRO-

CUREMENT OF UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, Department of 
Transportation, the Department of Justice, 
and other Departments as determined by the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, and in consultation with the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, shall establish a government-wide 
policy for the procurement of UAS— 

(1) for non-Department of Defense and non- 
intelligence community operations; and 

(2) through grants and cooperative agree-
ments entered into with non-Federal enti-
ties. 

(b) INFORMATION SECURITY.—The policy de-
veloped under subsection (a) shall include 
the following specifications, which to the ex-
tent practicable, shall be based on industry 
standards and technical guidance from the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, to address the risks associated with 
processing, storing and transmitting Federal 
information in a UAS: 

(1) Protections to ensure controlled access 
of UAS. 

(2) Protecting software, firmware, and 
hardware by ensuring changes to UAS are 
properly managed, including by ensuring 
UAS can be updated using a secure, con-
trolled, and configurable mechanism. 
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(3) Cryptographically securing sensitive 

collected, stored, and transmitted data, in-
cluding proper handling of privacy data and 
other controlled unclassified information. 

(4) Appropriate safeguards necessary to 
protect sensitive information, including dur-
ing and after use of UAS. 

(5) Appropriate data security to ensure 
that data is not transmitted to or stored in 
non-approved locations. 

(6) The ability to opt out of the uploading, 
downloading, or transmitting of data that is 
not required by law or regulation and an 
ability to choose with whom and where in-
formation is shared when it is required. 

(c) REQUIREMENT.—The policy developed 
under subsection (a) shall reflect an appro-
priate risk-based approach to information 
security related to use of UAS. 

(d) REVISION OF ACQUISITION REGULA-
TIONS.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
on which the policy required under sub-
section (a) is issued— 

(1) the Federal Acquisition Regulatory 
Council shall revise the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation, as necessary, to implement the 
policy; and 

(2) any Federal department or agency or 
other Federal entity not subject to, or not 
subject solely to, the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation shall revise applicable policy, 
guidance, or regulations, as necessary, to im-
plement the policy. 

(e) EXEMPTION.—In developing the policy 
required under subsection (a), the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget shall 
incorporate an exemption to the policy for 
the following reasons: 

(1) In the case of procurement for the pur-
poses of training, testing, or analysis for— 

(A) electronic warfare; or 
(B) information warfare operations. 
(2) In the case of researching UAS tech-

nology, including testing, evaluation, re-
search, or development of technology to 
counter UAS. 

(3) In the case of a head of the procuring 
department or agency determining, in writ-
ing, that no product that complies with the 
information security requirements described 
in subsection (b) is capable of fulfilling mis-
sion critical performance requirements, and 
such determination— 

(A) may not be delegated below the level of 
the Deputy Secretary of the procuring de-
partment or agency; 

(B) shall specify— 
(i) the quantity of end items to which the 

waiver applies, the procurement value of 
which may not exceed $50,000 per waiver; and 

(ii) the time period over which the waiver 
applies, which shall not exceed 3 years; 

(C) shall be reported to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget following issuance of 
such a determination; and 

(D) not later than 30 days after the date on 
which the determination is made, shall be 
provided to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form of the House of Representatives. 
SEC. 1080. STUDY. 

(a) INDEPENDENT STUDY.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall seek to enter into a 
contract with a federally funded research 
and development center under which the cen-
ter will conduct a study of— 

(1) the current and future unmanned air-
craft system global and domestic market; 

(2) the ability of the unmanned aircraft 
system domestic market to keep pace with 
technological advancements across the in-
dustry; 

(3) the ability of domestically made un-
manned aircraft systems to meet the net-

work security and data protection require-
ments of the national security enterprise; 

(4) the extent to which unmanned aircraft 
system component parts, such as the parts 
described in section 1073, are made domesti-
cally; and 

(5) an assessment of the economic impact, 
including cost, of excluding the use of for-
eign-made UAS for use across the Federal 
Government. 

(b) SUBMISSION TO OMB.—Upon completion 
of the study in subsection (a), the federally 
funded research and development center 
shall submit the study to the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

(c) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 30 days after the date on which the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget receives the study under subsection 
(b), the Director shall submit the study to— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Oversight and Reform 
and the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives. 
SEC. 1081. SUNSET. 

Sections 1073, 1074, and 1075 shall cease to 
have effect on the date that is 5 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SA 4287. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
TILLIS, and Mr. CRAMER) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1216. JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON AF-

GHANISTAN. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

joint select committee of Congress to be 
known as the ‘‘Joint Select Committee on 
Afghanistan’’ (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Joint Committee’’). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Joint Committee 

shall be composed of 12 members appointed 
pursuant to paragraph (2). 

(2) APPOINTMENT.—Members of the Joint 
Committee shall be appointed as follows: 

(A) The majority leader of the Senate shall 
appoint 3 members from among Members of 
the Senate. 

(B) The minority leader of the Senate shall 
appoint 3 members from among Members of 
the Senate. 

(C) The Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives shall appoint 3 members from among 
Members of the House of Representatives. 

(D) The minority leader of the House of 
Representatives shall appoint 3 members 
from among Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(3) CO-CHAIRS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Two of the appointed 

members of the Joint Committee shall serve 
as co-chairs. The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the majority leader of 
the Senate shall jointly appoint one co- 
chair, and the minority leader of the House 
of Representatives and the minority leader 
of the Senate shall jointly appoint the sec-

ond co-chair. The co-chairs shall be ap-
pointed not later than 14 calendar days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(B) STAFF DIRECTOR.—The co-chairs, acting 
jointly, shall hire the staff director of the 
Joint Committee. 

(4) DATE.—Members of the Joint Com-
mittee shall be appointed not later than 14 
calendar days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(5) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Members 
shall be appointed for the life of the Joint 
Committee. Any vacancy in the Joint Com-
mittee shall not affect its powers, but shall 
be filled not later than 14 calendar days after 
the date on which the vacancy occurs, in the 
same manner as the original designation was 
made. If a member of the Joint Committee 
ceases to be a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives or the Senate, as the case may 
be, the member is no longer a member of the 
Joint Committee and a vacancy shall exist. 

(c) INVESTIGATION AND REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Joint Committee shall conduct an inves-
tigation and submit to Congress a report on 
the United States 2021 withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(A) A summary of any intelligence reports 
that indicated an imminent threat at the 
Hamid Karzai International Airport pre-
ceding the deadly attack on August 26, 2021, 
and the risks to United States and allied 
country civilians as well as Afghan partners 
for various United States withdrawal sce-
narios. 

(B) A summary of any intelligence reports 
that indicated that withdrawing military 
personnel and closing United States military 
installations in Afghanistan before evacu-
ating civilians would negatively affect the 
evacuation of United States citizens, green 
card holders, and Afghan partners and thus 
put them at risk. 

(C) A full review of planning by the Na-
tional Security Council, the Department of 
State, and the Department of Defense for a 
noncombatant evacuation from Afghanistan, 
including details of all scenarios used by the 
Department of State or the Department of 
Defense to plan and prepare for noncombat-
ant evacuation operations. 

(D) An analysis of the relationship between 
the retrograde and noncombatant evacuation 
operation plans and operations. 

(E) A description of any actions that were 
taken by the United States Government to 
protect the safety of United States forces 
and neutralize threats in any withdrawal 
scenarios. 

(F) A full review of all withdrawal sce-
narios compiled by the intelligence commu-
nity and the Department of Defense with 
timelines for the decisions taken, including 
all advice provided by military leaders to 
President Joseph R. Biden and his national 
security team beginning in January 2021. 

(G) An analysis of why the withdrawal 
timeline expedited from the September 11, 
2021, date set by President Biden earlier this 
year. 

(H) An analysis of United States and allied 
intelligence shared with the Taliban. 

(I) An analysis of any actions taken by the 
United States Government to proactively 
prepare for a successful withdrawal. 

(J) A summary of intelligence that in-
formed statements and assurances made to 
the American people that the Taliban would 
not take over Afghanistan with the speed 
that it did in August 2021. 

(K) A full and unredacted transcript of the 
phone call between President Joe Biden and 
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